In the beginning of last summer it was my misfortune to witness an outbreak of diphtheria in an English family resident here, which differed in some respects from the usual type of that disease observed at home.
As its origin could be very clearly traced, I looked upon it at first simply as a very instructive case, from which much might be learned as to the origin of diphtheritic outbreaks at home ; bat some points in one of the cases led me to try to identify it with what has been described as cerebro-spinal meningitis. In the hope, therefore, of pointing out some sources of danger which have perhaps been overlooked, and with the conviction that, the clue thus given, more able observers than myself will follow it up, I venture on this communication.
In the second memoir of Bretonneau on Diphtheria, p. 32 He allowed himself to be over-persuaded, and hence some, but not all, of the consequences 1 have already narrated. I have said that there were five children resident in the house, and that four of them were attacked; how was it, then, that the fifth, an equally delicate girl with the two who died, escaped ? She drank no water. She alone of the children, on account of her health, drank wine, and she alone escaped.
I have now described some of the consequences which resulted from the non-fulfilment of orders by the Italian manservant, and hinted at others, which I shall now describe. Another English confrere met me in consultation on these cases. As the mother of the children had not then shown symptoms of the disease, and the father was still unaffected, it was agreed that I should take charge of the children, while he attended the mother, who was suffering severely from whitlow and from the effects of the shock caused by the deaths of her children.
On the 14th June, the father was so far convalescent that I could leave him, as I was summoned into the country to attend another patient.
On the ganglia of the sympathetic system.1 We find that the parts which are supplied by the sympathetic are affected as regards the function of secretion, their co-ordinating power, their influence on the capillaries, and their influence on involuntary motion. The muco-purulent discharge from the nares, the exudation and false membrane, the paralysis of the muscles of the pharynx, permitting regurgitation of fluids by the nostrils, the eruption and the paralysis of the heart, are, I think, ample proofs that the ganglia are more or less affected, and that in them we should search for the lesion of which diphtheria is the outward manifestation. And I venture here to suggest, that the splanchnic ganglia are the seat of the disease which we know as typhoid fever, in which we most usually find ulceration of Peyer's patches; and that this ulceration is owing to paralysis of the nerves supplying the glands, in consequence of the lesion of their source?the ganglia. Tympanitis may be accounted for in the same manner. The agent which produced the epidemic of diphtheria which I have described is not very far 
